
Question from Councillor David Carter: 
 
Can Councillor Purton give an update on the progress if any regarding the request 
for a weight limit on part of Southern Way? 
 
Response from Councillor Danny Purton: 
 
Whilst I accept the original complaint sought to have a weight limit on Southern Way, 
it would not have been practical to do this for all sorts of reasons not least the effect 
a total ban on Southern Way would have on a number businesses / industrial and 
retail units that gain access from Southern Way. There is also the issue for business 
access to nurseries in Roydon etc.  
 
There is a significant repairs cost incurred at public expense due to the damage 
caused by the over use of Southern Way / Third Avenue. These new generation 
HGV lorries (upper weight limits imposed by EU) cause rutting of road base and 
surfacing through excessive load transfer when these trucks start to move from a 
standing start at traffic lights or at a time of heavy congestion.   
 
Officers have sought to deal with it as a town wide issue by making a section of Third 
Avenue “NO HGV vehicles” thereby denying access to the Pinnacles from residential 
parts of the Town. This will go some way to reducing the disturbance caused by 
HGV drivers to the several thousand families whose homes abut Southern Way / 
Third avenue / Second Avenue. The attached plan shows how close homes are to 
Southern way and set out in yellow the no access issue with the designated HGV 
route being shown in Green. This will entail long and protracted discussions / 
negotiations with Essex County Council as the Highway Authority and consultation 
with the freight industry.  
 
The noise levels from HGV vehicles to those families whose property abuts these 
roads is in my view intrusive and intolerable, this along with the higher level of 
pollution means we need a collective action across the Council to support the 
proposed new traffic order.  We must work together to get Essex County Council to 
change their mind over the introduction by NEPP to seek a ban on HGV vehicles as 
set out on the attached plan.   
 
We are seeking an early meeting with the new Essex County Council Cabinet holder 
and his deputy for highways. 


